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ONWARD ARTS ANNUAL REPORT 2019-2020 

 
ONWARD ARTS is the ongoing arts programme for Brighton and Sussex University Hospitals NHS Trust. It grew out of the 
Trustôs Art Advisory Group, which formed in 1994, and manages commissions and arts projects across the hospital. It is made up 
of staff and community volunteers. ONWARD ARTS continues to play an important role in our hospitals as art in its widest 
sense has come to be more extensively recognised as a valuable tool in the healing process. Art has been placed in hospitals 
since the 14th Century, so the concept is far from new, but the way that it is now used places a significant emphasis on the 
healing benefits which can help staff, patients, and visitors alike. 
 
 
This document gives a series of snapshots of how the arts here at Brighton and Sussex University Hospitals Trust have 

developed since Chief Executive John Spiers set up the Arts Advisory Group 25 years ago. Since that time, the emerging 

concept of the arts being employed to contribute to the healing process, in a hospital setting, has grown from strength to 

strength right across the world, and we are proud to be part of that movement. 

 
As we are now in the midst of our most ambitious phase of work to date, we look forward to the challenging, ground breaking 
and exciting projects that will be arising in future years to enhance the journeys of staff and patients through the hospital 
environment. 

 
If you would like to find out more about ONWARD ARTS, or tell us about the needs of your department we would love to hear 
from you. Our contact details are: Erin Burns, Strategy & Planning Manager, Room F5, St Marys Hall, Eastern Road, BN2 5JJ or 
via email on : erin.burns@nhs.net 

 
ñEnvironment has a huge impact on health. Works of art can create a welcoming, uplifting space that increases a 
feeling of wellbeing and promotes a positive experience of care. We strongly advocate original art commissions, 
sensitivity to aesthetics and the introduction of nature into medical and other healthcare settings.ò    Rosie Jackson, 
Chart for Arts, Health and Wellbeing 

 
Colin Matthews, October 2019 

Chair, ONWARD ARTS 

 
Weôd like to especially thank the BSUH Charity for their support on all of the projects to date. None of our work would be possible without their help and financial 
assistance. We also gratefully acknowledge the support of the following organisationôs which have helped us turn dreams into real projects:  
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What is   ? 
 

 

ONWARD ARTS seek to improve the experience of patients, visitors and staff and create a healing hospital environment for all. Passionate about 

the arts in health, they advocate the value of integrating the arts into the culture of the Trust and deliver high quality, patient-centered, arts 

projects in partnership with the communities the hospital serves. ONWARD ARTS purchases are made possible through kind donations to BSUH 

Charity; who work with the trust to improve the experience of patients and wellbeing of staff. These include printing and framing costs as well as 

art acquisitions. There currently isnôt a fund for staffing an arts team and therefore all work is by volunteers and limited in its reach.  

 

The Benefit /Accomplishments of ONWARD ARTS 
 
Most recently the volunteer ONWARD ARTS team has been busy improving the lives of staff and patients with the following projects: 
 

¶ Fine Art Photographs by local artist Lisa Creagh for the new Breastfeeding Room at RSCH. 

¶ Addition of 7 new pieces in the Maternity Assessment Unit at RSCH. The works have been picked by staff and are on loan to us for 2 
years from Patients in Hospitals, one of our partners.  

¶ Lease renewal and exchange of Paintings in Hospitals pieces for the ICU, Audiology, and Maternity departments. 

¶ Plans for 10 new artworks to be delivered to the Maternity department at PRH; also via our partner Paintings in Hospitals. 

¶ Artworks for the corridor in Audiology, Sussex House. 

¶ Art stores (Robinson Unit) clear out and assessment of artworks. We are working with the F&E Team to sort through our pieces to find 
them new homes if in good condition or decommission them (and document) if they are damaged and beyond repair. 

¶ Creating a draft business case for a permanent arts management team to ensure this work carries on and also to ensure once 3Ts is up 
and running we have a dedicated team to roll out exhibitions and patient and staff engagement opportunities. 

ONWARD ARTS is run by a small group of dedicated individuals, who support the wider membership in 

making positive changes across the trust to continually improve  

staff experience and safe patient care ς our Ψ¢ǊǳŜ bƻǊǘƘΩΦ 
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How does ONWARD ARTS differ from the CONNECT 3Ts Public Art Programme? 

 

 

          

CONNECT is the public art programme for the 3Ts Hospital Redevelopment.  It will bring a unique quality to the 

new patient and public environments that reflects the hospitalôs values of compassionate care for all.  

CONNECT was conceived in 2012 in response to a planning condition from the local authority, Brighton and 

Hove City Council, which mandated BSUH (via the planning consent for 3Ts) to  invest in a public art 

programme. The scale and ambition of the 3Ts redevelopment has created extensive opportunities for 

enhancing the environment and culture of the new hospital through a range of public art commissions, projects 

and programmes developed with a context of local cultural partnerships.   

Artworks created by leading national and international artists, as well as local artists and communities, will 

enhance entrances and reception areas, treatment & waiting rooms, gardens and corridors. 

Alongside this, a key aspiration for CONNECT is to act as a catalyst and resource to support the development of 

ONWARD ARTS.  

CONNECT creates an infrastructure to support and grow ONWARD ARTS including a series of changing 

exhibition spaces, provision for a Community Arts Room and local partnerships with whom ONWARD ARTS can 

take future projects forward.  

 

 

 

1. All-Party Parliamentary Group on Arts, Health & Wellbeing Inquiry Report, 2017. APPG. https://www.culturehealthandwellbeing.org.uk/appg-inquiry/ 

 

The arts are integral 

to health and should 

be recognised as such 

by health services.1 

 

https://www.culturehealthandwellbeing.org.uk/appg-inquiry/


5 
 

 

Our future 

The CONNECT 3Ts Public Art Programme is a condition of the planning permission granted by Brighton City Council that formally stipulates a 

commitment to integrate art into the new development. The Public Art Strategy will act as a catalyst for future development of ONWARD ARTS. 

 

We are hoping to appoint a lead who will oversee the following:   

 

1. Capitalise on the partnerships with Brighton-based arts providers developed though CONNECT, including Photoworks, ONCA and others, 

to support an ongoing arts programme 

2. Programme and manage the exhibition spaces within the 3Ts development, including developing a partnership with Photoworks to 

programme and show work in one of the spaces  

3. Develop and continue a programme of creative activity to support staff wellbeing started with ONCA as part of the CONNECT programme   

4. Develop and manage a programme for the Community Arts Space within the 3Ts build 

5. Work with the Trust to develop a plan to celebrate the opening of the 3Ts 

6. Manage and maintain the artworks commissioned for the 3Ts development (valued at over £300K) along with the other artworks currently 

owned by BSUH. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2. KSS Academic Health Science Network Briefing for STP and ICS Planning document as related to the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Arts, Health & Wellbeing Inquiry Report, 2017. 

APPG. https://www.culturehealthandwellbeing.org.uk/appg-inquiry/ 

Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙ 340Ⱦ)#3 ×ÉÌÌ ÂÕÉÌÄ ÏÎ ÅØÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ 

with local authorities and local arts and culture providers:  museums, 

galleries, theatres, community arts organisations and hospital arts 

programmes Ȣȱ2 

 

https://www.culturehealthandwellbeing.org.uk/appg-inquiry/
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3Ts ï locations of art spaces in the new build 
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An overview of the recent work to date overseen and implemented by 
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KIDNEY UNIT DONATION 

November 2019 
Andrew Fitchett 

Location: Kidney Unit, RSCH 
 

 

 

 

The Kidney Unit at RSCH has 

been given a beautiful large scale 

painting by talented artist and 

renal patient, Andrew Fitchett. 

The piece retails at £3000 and will 

be professionally framed with 

funds from our Charity 

department.  

You can see more of Andrews 

work here:  

http://www.alfristonarts.co.uk/paint

ers.html 

Untitled  by Andrew Fitchett, 2015, 37x53 inches. 
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 THE DEPARTURE LOUNGE 

May 2020 
Erin Burns and the Palliative Care Team 

Locations: Main Entrance at  PRH &  Audrey Emerton Building foyer, RSCH 
 
 
 

  

BSUH staff member and artist Erin Burns 

volunteered in the summer to participate in an art 

installation pop-up in London with the aim of 

getting the public talking about death and dying. 

As part of her experience and training as a Death 

Guide she will deliver, with the help of the 

Palliative Care team lead by Consultant Andreas 

Hiersche, The Departure Lounge pop-up here at 

BSUH. It will be an interactive installation that will 

enable conversations with staff members about 

death and dying. We are partnering with the 

Academy of Medical Sciences who provided the 

materials and Death Guide training materials. 

 

https://www.departure-lounge.org/ 
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 BREAST FEEDING ROOM 
 2019 

Lisa Creagh 
Location: RSCH, Maternity Department 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

         

Brighton artist Lisa Creagh has generously 

donated 6 large scale photographs from her 

Holding Time series. These beautiful images 

which celebrate women and breastfeeding 

will be hung in the new Breast Feeding Room 

at the County once it has opened. We are 

also looking to commission Creagh to create 

something similar at PRH so that all of our 

new mums regardless of where they have 

their babies have access to beautiful and 

calming environments within which to feed 

their newborns. Erin Burns is leading on this 

project and the printing and mounting costs 

have been generously covered by the BSUH 

Charity. 

https://holdingtime.org/ 

Folding Breastfeeding Portraits by Lisa Creagh, 2015. 
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  CELEBRATING WOMEN IN THE NHS 

2019 
Location: Euan Keats Corridor, PRH 

 
 

 

 

  As the NHS turned 70 in in 2018 Onward Arts launched #BSUH Women to celebrate the 80% of NHS staff who are 

female. The project was funded by generous donations to the BSUH Charity and led by Anna Barnes on behalf of 

Onward Arts. Our aim was to spotlight some inspirational BSUH women and to increase the visibility of female role 

models across all BSUH staff groups. Artist Mary Hooper developed the initial idea into the 2 panels exhibited at the 

PRH Euan Keats Corridor. Photographs of staff were taken by photographer Josie Barnes. 

 

 


