
Level 8 tower (L8T) emergency admission pathway during covid-19.  

Acceptance of suspected/confirmed Covid-19 patients into the 4 side rooms available to 

the Vascular tertiary service and clear green pathways (recommended by the Vascular 

Society) for emergency and surgical patients (some of whom are required to self-isolate for 14 days pre admission).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Patient completes 

ward stay as GREEN       
Re-swab pre discharge if 

transferring to another care 

facility (care home, rehab 

etc), and routinely at day 5-7 

 

Patient develops 
symptoms, tests 

positive or is 
exposed to 

covid-19 

Consultant 
accepts.  

Admit in to a  
side room  

 
Fill in or review treatment escalation plan 

Follow current 

guidance: 

https://www.bsuh.nhs.uk/libr

ary/wp-

content/uploads/sites/8/2020

/06/Covid158_exposed-pts-

flowchart-09-06-2020-v10.pdf 

(note speciality care advice) 

 

SWAB patient     
(if not already swabbed in 

A&E/AAU). Patient 

transfers from other Trusts 

or PRH should be re-

swabbed now 

Once the 14 days since the positive test 
have elapsed patient can be stepped 
down to green pathway if: 
 

 clinical improvement with at least some 
respiratory recovery 

 absence of fever (> 37.8°C) for 48 hours 
without the use of medication 

 no underlying severe immunosuppression 

Fill in or review 

treatment 

escalation plan 

 

Vascular 

patient 

assessed as 

on GREEN 

pathway (no 

suspicion of 

covid-19) 

Vascular patient on 

RED patient pathway 

(confirmed or 

suspected covid-19) 

Admit to general GREEN bed  
(consider side room, if available, for patients without swab result) 

Rapid SWAB when available: Swabs can be processed between 

0830-1630 7 days a week. Call ext. 1
st

 4563 2
nd

 62020 or 3
rd

 62037 

Consultant 

declined.  

CSM to find 

alternative bed. 

Only a vascular 

consultant can 

accept a RED patient               
(day or night) 

Urgent review of 

symptoms - 

Patient remains 

GREEN or follows 

RED patient 

pathway 

 

Information 

from handover 

and/or initial 

assessment.   
Not all patients will 

have swab result at 

time of admission. 

 

Non-vascular patient on 

GREEN patient pathway 

(no suspicion of covid-19) 

L8T should not accept 

outliers with chest / 

respiratory symptoms or 

pyrexia of unknown origin 

in to bays 

Consider re-testing for: 
 severely immunocompromised patients to support the optimal use of side rooms, or where side rooms are not available 

 where it optimises patient flow through the hospital (long-stay patients who are unable to otherwise be discharged or 
those being discharged to a household where someone who is an extremely vulnerable person is being shielded) 

Full PHE guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-stepdown-of-infection-control-precautions-within-hospitals-and-discharging-covid-19-

patients-from-hospital-to-home-settings/guidance-for-stepdown-of-infection-control-precautions-and-discharging-covid-19-patients 
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