
 Emergency Sedation for Limb Threatening Injuries 

Limb threatening injury 
identified – treat as 

TIME CRITICAL 

Bleep orthopaedics 
(SpR 8629/SHO 8471) 
to arrange immediate 

review 

Arrange sedation 

and analgesia  

70% nitrous (+/- opiates) 

Involve anaesthetics for 
support 

50% nitrous with IV 
morphine or IN fentanyl 

Requires Consultant/Registrar/Nurse 
Practitioner trained in use as per CED 
sedation manual. 
Try to facilitate within the department. 
D/W consultant if relative contraindications. 
Consider using nitrous without fasting. 
Can be used with opiates – see box below. 

IV morphine: 
6 months-11 years: 100micrograms/kg over 
5 minutes, adjusted according to response. 
12-17 years: 5mg over 5 minutes, adjusted 
according to response. 
IN fentanyl: 
1.5micrograms/kg, (max 75micrograms) can 
be repeated (0.75-1.5 micrograms/kg) after 
10 minutes.  

Call anaesthetic 3rd on (bleep 8224) and 
request support. Explain TIME CRITICAL, 
LIMB THREATENING injury. 

If unable/unsuitable, consider 

If unable/unsuitable, consider 

If unable/unsuitable 

Ketamine With involvement of CED consultant only.  
As per CED sedation manual. 
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