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Aims 

To help you publish more articles in the 
professional literature 

To support you in improving the standard of 
your writing 



Who’s writing or has written? 

 



Why write? 

 



The basic questions, according to 
Richard Smith 

• What do I have to say? 

• Is it worth saying? 

• What is the right format for the message? 

• What is the audience for the message? 

• What is the right journal for the message? 
Smith, Richard in Hall, George M How to write a paper 5th ed 

Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell, 2013 



Question 

• Attendees at the writing for publication 
workshop are more intelligent and physically 
attractive than those at other #IEKCon18 
workshops talking place at the same time 

• Formulation 

– PICO 

• Study design 
 



What are you writing? 

• Quantitative or qualitative research? 

• Review(s) 

• Case report 

• Conference abstracts 

• Letters, online responses 

• Book reviews 



Methods 

Rudyard Kipling’s six serving men 

I keep six honest serving-men 

 (They taught me all I knew); 

Their names are What and Why and When  

 And How and Where and Who 

 



Reporting guidelines 

EQUATOR Network: Enhancing the QUality And 
Transparency Of health Research 

https://www.equator-network.org/


Searches 



Time 



Planning 

• Mind Maps™ 

• Outlining 

• IMRAD 



A MindMap 





Writers’ block 

 



Writing 

• Language 

• Spelling 

• Punctuation 

• Grammar 



Proof-reading 

 



Referencing formats 

Author-date (Harvard etc) 

Numbered (Vancouver) 



Reference management 

• EndNote 

• Mendeley 

• And more 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of
_reference_management_software 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_reference_management_software
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_reference_management_software


Find a journal 

EndNote Match 

JANE 

Publisher specific tools e.g. Elsevier, Springer 

https://www.myendnoteweb.com/EndNoteWeb.html?cat=details&func=journalDetails&
http://jane.biosemantics.org/


Instructions to authors 

Bone and Joint Journal 

https://online.boneandjoint.org.uk/bjj/information-for-authors


Acceptance 

What matters to you? 

What matters to the journal? 



Plagiarism 



Open access 



Predatory journals 



Peer review 

Acceptance  

Acceptance with minor revisions 

Acceptance with major revisions 

Rejection 



Open peer review 

https://bmcmededuc.biomedcentral.com/article
s/10.1186/s12909-018-1277-0 
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Authorship 

• Who’s an author? 

• Order of authors 



Did all 5,399 of these authors meet the 
ICJME criteria?  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/277701
80 

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27770180
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27770180


Authorship 

The ICMJE recommends that authorship be based on the 
following 4 criteria: 
• Substantial contributions to the conception or design 

of the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or 
interpretation of data for the work; AND 

• Drafting the work or revising it critically for important 
intellectual content; AND 

• Final approval of the version to be published; AND 
• Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the 

work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy 
or integrity of any part of the work are appropriately 
investigated and resolved. 
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